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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 04/11/2018 

 

Peoria urban farm seeking Earth Day volunteers to fill 100 raised garden beds 

 

Peoria, IL–  Fresh Coast is seeking 30 volunteers to help fill raised garden beds at The 

Well Farm at Voris Field in Peoria’s 1st District in celebration of upcoming Earth Day, 

Saturday, April 21, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This family-friendly event is an 

opportunity for Peoria residents to help protect the Illinois River and lay the groundwork 

for a new job training program.  

 

The Well Farm at Voris Field is a pilot project that demonstrates how urban agriculture 

can reduce stormwater runoff that carries pollution from roadways, parking lots, 

sidewalks and buildings into the sewer system, causing combined sewer overflows into 

the Illinois River. Fresh Coast Program Director Jim Sparber stated that “what makes this 

urban farming site unique is that every feature is designed to maximize community and 

environmental benefits.” The site will also include production of locally grown flowers, 

food and timber and will provide internships and apprenticeships to youth and adults 

who want to learn agribusiness, hydrology, and other career skills.  

 

Fresh Coast designed the site and accompanying programming in partnership with 

Peoria residents, engineering firm AKRF, the City of Peoria, and The Gifts in the Moment 

(gitm) Foundation. In fact, this core group has been working since 2016 to bring the 

vision of a working “stormwater farm” to life. Denise Urycki, Executive Director of The 

gitm Foundation expressed her excitement at seeing “many months of planning for The 

Well Farm result in this work day. This site is designed for the community, and this Earth 

Day, we’re asking the community to be a part of making urban agriculture a reality here 

in Peoria.” The final site design includes a stormwater forest with 126 trees, a 3,000 



 

 

square foot floriculture space, and 100 raised planter beds. Construction on The Well 

Farm is ongoing through June with a public Ribbon Cutting currently scheduled for June 

30, 2018.  

 

The Well Farm is supported by a USDA-NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant, a federal 

program that stimulates the development and adoption of innovative approaches and 

technologies for conservation on agricultural lands.   

 

The Well Farm at Voris Field is located at 1013 Southwest Reed Ave, Peoria, IL 61605. 

Volunteers can learn more on The Well Farm’s Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/TheWellFarmPeoria), or search for “The Well Farm” on 

www.VolunteerMatch.org. Volunteers are asked to register in advance, and bring their 

own shovels, rakes and gardening gloves. 

 

Fresh Coast Capital Fresh Coast is a mission-driven green infrastructure delivery partner 

that offers full-service, community-oriented solutions to stormwater management 

problems.  Additional information available at: www.freshcoastcapital.com.  
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