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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 07/09/2018 

Peoria’s ‘Well Farm at Voris Field’, a national model for community-driven green stormwater infrastructure, 

opens to public 

Peoria, IL–  Peoria’s Well Farm at Voris Field, one of the nation’s first “stormwater farms”, opened to the public 

with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony on Saturday, June 30, 2018. Though temperatures reached the mid-90s, 

Peoria’s Mayor, three City Council Members, and nearly 100 residents gathered to celebrate this new model for 

urban stormwater management and climate resilience. A USDA NRCS-funded pilot project, The Well Farm 

demonstrates how urban agriculture can reduce stormwater runoff, and showcases many of the community 

benefits that result from green stormwater infrastructure development. 

Greenprint Partners (formerly Fresh Coast Capital), a national green infrastructure delivery partner, designed 

the site and programming in partnership with engineering firm AKRF, the City of Peoria, The Gifts in the Moment 

(gitm) Foundation, and a 20-member stakeholder advisory group representing residents of Peoria’s First District. 

The project team has been working since 2016 to bring the vision of a working “stormwater farm” to life. Site 

design and construction were completed on time and on budget in June, and attendees at the Ribbon Cutting 

received a guided tour of the site’s water management features, which include a stormwater forest with 126 

hybrid poplar trees, a 3,000 square foot floriculture space, and 100 agricultural planter beds. Together, these 

features capture runoff from a 1.55 acre area, preventing an estimated 1.3 million gallons of stormwater from 

entering Peoria’s combined sewer system each year.   

Greenprint Partners’ VP of Programs, April Mendez emphasized that her team’s “deep partnerships with Peoria 

organizations like The gitm Foundation have been critical to shaping the project designs to maximize community 

benefits. Our benefits-driven design approach to green infrastructure requires us to put down roots in this 

community, and it’s been such a rewarding process.”  

The idea to pursue an urban farm concept began with Greenprint Partners’ goal to pioneer green stormwater 

infrastructure solutions that maximize benefits to the local community, and engage residents in design, 



 

 

 
 

 

construction, and maintenance to ensure the long-term success of installations. First district residents’ desires 

to increase access to fresh produce and create new jobs made the urban farm concept an ideal fit for the 

community.  

The working urban farm, which produces locally grown flowers, food and timber, and provides youth internships 

and adult apprenticeships, offered a lush backdrop to the Ribbon Cutting ceremony. Raised beds were 

overflowing with thriving crops of kale, collard greens, and okra. The gitm Foundation's Urban Agriculture 

Apprenticeship Program will take up to 20 participants each year to cultivate produce, cut flowers, and learn 

how to sell their products at local farmers markets. The gitm Foundation’s Dwayne Harris, who oversees the 

apprenticeship program, proudly stated that his apprentices had sold out of Well Farm-grown produce that 

morning at the farmers market. He said, “Our first twelve apprentices come from many walks of life, but they 

will leave this program with the same thing: real skills and experience that will allow them to pursue a fulfilling 

career and benefit their local community.” 

At the Ribbon Cutting, Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis, addressed the crowd saying, “We’ve actually developed a 100% 

green solution for our [combined sewer overflow] issue...and it’s the first one in the country.” At Large Council 

Member Sid Ruckreigel added that “Peoria should be proud today. I think it’s important to recognize that we’re 

standing on a piece of property that was vacant for a lot of years, and we’re seeing crops grow, and we’re talking 

about them growing from stormwater.” 

The Well Farm is supported by a USDA-NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant, a federal program that stimulates 

the development and adoption of innovative approaches and technologies for conservation on agricultural 

lands.  In 2016, the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) of the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

awarded Greenprint Partners in partnership with the City of Peoria, gitm Foundation, and AKRF $1 million in 

funds to install an urban agriculture and stormwater management project in Peoria. This grant funding was met 

with $1 million in matching funds and resources.  

Kari Cohen, Director of the Conservation Innovations Team at NRCS brought greetings from USDA in Washington 

D.C., remarking that “This project here today ticks a lot of boxes for us; we have agroforestry, we have urban 

agriculture, we have innovative financing solutions to natural resource challenges, and we’ve got community 

development. There are many people around the country watching this project who are interested in using it 

as a model.” He added, “There’s a lot of excitement about green infrastructure in urban areas…but no one’s 

doing it quite like this.” 

Greenprint Partners (formerly Fresh Coast Capital) is a green infrastructure delivery partner that helps cities 

achieve high-impact, community-driven stormwater solutions at scale. Our green infrastructure projects are 



 

 

 
 

 

designed to maximize community benefits, delivered at scale, and maintained for the long-term. Greenprint 

Partners is a women-owned, certified B-Corp. Additional information available at: greenprintpartners.com.  

 


