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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 05/31/2018 

  

June 9 Green Infrastructure Tour demonstrates how more green space may be a key to 

solving Youngstown’s CSO problems 

  

Youngstown, OH – On Saturday, June 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Fresh Coast Communities 

and The Colony Youngstown will guide members of City Council, local press, students, and 

residents on an educational tour of green stormwater infrastructure installations throughout the 

City of Youngstown. This tour is among the final opportunities for members of the public to 

participate in a year-long green infrastructure education program. The education program, 

sponsored by The Raymond John Wean Foundation, The Youngstown Foundation, and The 

Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley, aims to build awareness of the benefits of 

green infrastructure, the use of vibrant natural systems to curb flooding and water pollution 

caused by outdated wastewater management infrastructure. It has also encouraged public 

participation in the City’s green infrastructure planning process, which is being led by Fresh 

Coast.  

 

Keland Logan, Executive Director of The Colony Youngstown, is a lead partner in the education 

program and led a group of 20 Youngstown leaders who make up the Youngstown Green 

Infrastructure Action Team on a green infrastructure tour of Pittsburgh in Fall 2017. “It’s one 

thing to talk about the benefits like crime reduction, new long-term job opportunities, and 

better health, but it’s another thing to see the benefits in action. I’m looking forward to showing 

my community what green infrastructure can do for our city,” said Logan. The Action Team has 

guided and led a variety of public education strategies to help the public understand green 

infrastructure in its many forms, which include rain gardens, bioswales, and permeable 
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pavements, and more. Attendees of the June 9 tour will learn how these--often beautiful--

installations outperform grey infrastructure alternatives when it comes to cost-effectiveness and 

long-term community benefits. In fact, according to April Mendez, President of Fresh Coast 

Communities, “The long-term benefits of green infrastructure can deliver a value 20 times 

greater than those of grey infrastructure.”  

 

While Youngstown is among hundreds of U.S. cities investing in green stormwater infrastructure, 

it is among the first to undertake such a comprehensive and inclusive approach to planning. 

According to Mendez, “Green infrastructure only reaches its full potential if it is designed in 

partnership with the community, delivered at scale, and maintained for the long-term. These 

criteria are central to our planning process and how we aim to get the most good out of green 

infrastructure.” In August 2017, Youngstown City Council approved a Fresh Coast proposal to 

develop a city-wide green infrastructure plan that prioritizes opportunities for community 

revitalization.  To date, Fresh Coast Communities and The Colony Youngstown have hosted 

seven workshops across the City to educate residents and gather community input to prioritize 

designs and locations. More than 150 residents have attended so far. The public input, collected 

via workshops and a public survey, will inform the City’s green infrastructure plans which will be 

presented to City Council for selection and approval later in 2018.  

 

Driving the investment in green stormwater infrastructure solutions are U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency requirements that the city decrease combined sewer overflows caused by 

rain and melting snow. These overflows currently send millions of gallons of polluted water into 

Youngstown’s rivers and lakes each year. With the encouragement of the EPA, cities across the 

country are installing green infrastructure as a cost-effective, and benefit-rich way to capture 

and purify water where it falls; to help prevent flooding and pollution; and extend the useful life 

of aging wastewater infrastructure.  

   

After assembling at the Choffin Career and Technical Center (200 E Wood St.) at 10:00 a.m. 

attendees will be introduced to Youngstown’s citywide green infrastructure planning process, 

then be taken by bus to four destinations across the city. Specific tour stops include the Lily 

Pond rain gardens and permeable pavement in Mill Creek MetroParks, a pocket park developed 

through the InPlace public space competition, and a permeable pavement parking lot on 

Federal Street. The final destination will be a community barbeque at the NEWS Block (Warren 

and Hillman), the future site of multi-use community and retail space that will feature rain 

gardens. Attendees are asked to RSVP via Eventbrite 

(https://greeninfrastructuretouryoungstown.eventbrite.com) and can learn more on the 

https://greeninfrastructuretouryoungstown.eventbrite.com/
https://greeninfrastructuretouryoungstown.eventbrite.com/
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Youngstown Green Infrastructure Facebook Page 

(https://www.facebook.com/greenisgoodyoungstown/).  

  

Fresh Coast Communities is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that helps cities get the most good out of 

green infrastructure through community education and demonstration projects; holistic green 

infrastructure planning; co-benefits programs and partnerships; and workforce development 

programs. It is an independently-governed affiliate of Fresh Coast Capital, a green infrastructure 

delivery partner that helps cities achieve high-impact, community-driven stormwater solutions at 

scale. Additional information is available at www.freshcoastcommunities.org.  

 

Fresh Coast Capital is a green infrastructure delivery partner that helps cities achieve high-

impact, community-driven stormwater solutions at scale. Our public and private land green 

infrastructure installations are designed holistically with the community, delivered at scale, and 

maintained for the long-term. That’s how our team of project managers, community organizers, 

landscape architects, engineers, and finance professionals helps get the most good out of green 

infrastructure. Fresh Coast is a women-owned, certified B-Corp. Additional information is 

available at: www.freshcoastcapital.com. 
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